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> WASHINGTON

To: Dan Reed <dreed@ggwash.org>
The Washington, DC region is great »)» and it can be greater.

Dan,

Hey! This is Dan. You’ve probably seen our “Do Something” series, where each week Alex
Baca and | give you things to do to make our region a better place to live and get around. If
you’re worried about Metro’s funding crisis and live in Maryland, here’s a special bonus
Do Something that you can only do Tuesday, January 23.

This summer, Metro could make huge service cuts—fewer trains and buses, longer
headways, and closing earlier—without more funding. One big reason why is that Metro
doesn’t have a dedicated operational funding source from DC, Maryland, and Virginia, as well
as the federal government. In 2018, Maryland agreed to give Metro money each year without
them having to ask first, with a catch: the state could only raise that amount by 3% annually
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and it could only be used for capital costs. So now Metro needs additional help, but
Maryland legally can’t provide it.

Delegate Marc Korman wants to fix that with House Bill 198, the Maryland Metro Funding Act
of 2024, which with its companion Senate Bill 126 would give the state more flexibility in
funding Metro. If you're reading this, it's too late to send comments on HB 198. You can still
comment on SB 126-but only on Tuesday, January 23 between 8am and 6pm, ahead of
the hearing on Wednesday, January 24.

Here’s how you can do that in 9 sort of easy steps:

1. Figure out what district you live in! Here’s a map.

2. Write your testimony. It doesn’t have to be long. (Here's mine!) It can be as simple as “My
name is BLANK, I live in DISTRICT BLANK, and | support Senate Bill 126, the
Maryland Metro Funding Act of 2024.” Save your testimony as a PDF.

3. Make a free account on MyMGA, the General Assembly website.

4. On Tuesday, January 23 between 8am and 6pm, go to the Senate Budget & Tax
Committee page and click “Meetings.”

5. Scroll down to the hearing on Wednesday, January 24 and you’ll see a heading that
looks like this:

Wednesday, January 24, 2024
Budget and Taxation Committee - Bill Hearing

1:00 PM - West Miller Senate Buildi Room 3, Annapolis, MD
Q click on the icon that
will appear here

6. See the two little blue icons? On Tuesday, and only on Tuesday, there will be a third little
blue icon that looks like a person with a plus sign. Click on it, and a new window will pop
up.

O HB0188 Delegate Korman Transportation - WMATA Operating Assistance - Alteration
(Maryland Metro Funding Act of 2024)

Greater Greater Washington --Position-- v -Testimony-- v Upload File(s)

7. Scroll down to SB 126. You'll see something that looks like this with the bill number on the
left and two drop-down menus. Check the box next to the bill number. Under “Position”,
select “Favorable.” Under “Testimony”, select “Written.”

8. On the right you'll see a button to upload a PDF (and only a PDF!) of your comments.
Click on it!

9. Scroll back up top and hit “Save.” You're done! Congratulations. Now you know how to
write the Maryland General Assembly.

If you’'ve made it this far, you’ve done your part to help Metro. Thank you! Go do something
nice for yourself!

As always, if you have any questions, please reply to this email or contact me at
dreed@ggwash.org. Thank you for everything you do to make Maryland greater!

Talk soon and take care,

Dan Reed
Regional Policy Director

Photo of a Green Line train at Naylor Road by Bossi on Flickr.
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