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Poll finds Marylanders want more homes, in more places, to fit more
budgets
It’s time for the state to step in and tackle high housing costs, say registered voters in new poll

ANNAPOLIS, MD—Seventy-two percent of Maryland voters say it’s time for the state
government to do more about housing costs, according to a new poll commissioned by
Greater Greater Washington and conducted by YouGov Blue, which surveyed 814 registered
Maryland voters from February 14 to February 28, 2024. The poll also found that housing
costs are one of voters’ top three concerns, alongside inflation and crime.

The most popular strategies include state laws that allow more homes in different styles and
price ranges in more places (77%), speed up approvals for affordable housing (66%), allow
more homes near transit stations (61%), and allow nonprofits and faith communities to build
affordable housing on their land (60%).

Six in ten Maryland voters say that local governments are not doing enough to increase
housing options for every budget, and nearly half of those surveyed said they'd be less likely
to support state legislators who voted against policies aimed at lowering housing costs. The
time for action is now, say officials.

“The polling data is clear: the majority of Marylanders are calling on the State to address
housing affordability, and they are no longer willing to tolerate government inaction at any
level,” says Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development Secretary Jake
Day. “We bear a responsibility to create a comprehensive, collaborative approach to serve the
interests of all Marylanders.”



To tackle this challenge, Maryland Governor Wes Moore has introduced the Housing
Expansion and Affordability Act (HEAA), which would speed up approvals and expand the
types of homes allowed under local zoning laws to increase homebuilding and create more
affordable options. Poll results find broad support among voters across multiple counties for
many of the proposed policy reforms in the HEAA. This is a statewide poll, with results also
available at the local level in Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Montgomery, and Prince George’s
counties, as well as Baltimore City.

Maryland faces a shortage of 96,000 homes, which research indicates has contributed to
double-digit increases in both home prices and rents over the past five years. As people have
to move further and further away from jobs or schools in order to find homes within their
budget, voters are calling on local and state leaders to find solutions.

“More and more people in Maryland have to put their lives, families, or careers on hold because
of high housing costs and a lack of options,” says Dan Reed, regional policy director at Greater
Greater Washington. “They can’t afford to wait any longer.”

“For too long Marylanders have struggled with rising housing costs, and it’s time to take
action,” says Senator Jeff Waldstreicher, who represents Montgomery County. “As a cosponsor
of Governor Wes Moore's Housing Expansion and Affordability Act, I’m grateful to see such
broad support for commonsense solutions to increase both housing supply and affordability.”

“Our housing crisis requires a concerted effort between local and state governments to tackle it
effectively,” says Howard County Councilmember Christiana Rigby. “When local governments
are unable to fully address housing challenges in their jurisdiction, it is essential for our partners
at the State to provide support, resources, and guidance to ensure affordable, accessible
housing for all.”

“There are few families who are NOT affected by affordable housing in at least one of their
family’s generations, be it seniors, middle age blue collar workers, or young professional
college graduates,” says Reverend Tyrone P. Jones, IV of People Acting Together in Howard
(PATH). “We strongly believe there is a need to develop more transit-oriented housing and more
transit-oriented affordable housing.”

“This poll confirms what many of us hear from our friends and loved ones: Housing costs are
too high, things are getting worse, and they want something to be done,” says Reed.

https://ggwash.org/view/92158/marylands-governor-wants-to-tackle-the-states-housing-shortage
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https://www.urban.org/apps/pursuing-housing-justice-interventions-impact/increasing-housing-supply
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/interactive/2023/rent-prices-coming-down-near-me/


About Greater Greater Washington

Founded in 2008, Greater Greater Washington (GGWash) is a nonprofit that works to advance
racial, economic, and environmental justice in land use, transportation, and housing throughout
Greater Washington. GGWash publishes daily content on housing and transportation issues,
works to build knowledge and civic capacity among residents, government officials, and other
stakeholders, and advocates at the county and state levels in Maryland for more equitable and
sustainable housing and land use policies.
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